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ABIR offers the following facts with respect to referendums and general elections:

1.) The last of the former British colonies to go independent without a referendum was Antigua & Barbuda in 1981. Unlike Bermuda, both majority and opposition parties were in favour of independence so there was no stability issue or democratic process issue to warrant a referendum.

2.) Since then, 26 other countries have become independent, and all but two have used referenda in the process of establishing their sovereignty.

3.) The four most recent countries to establish independence did so via referendum: East Timor, 2002; Palau in the South Pacific, 1994; Czech Republic and Eritrea, 1993. Many of these countries are far less democratic in their traditions than Bermuda.

4.) Most former British colonies in the Caribbean now have constitutions that require direct citizen support in a referendum before major constitutional changes are made. Antigua, moreover, requires a 2/3 majority.

Dr. Gary Sussman’s London School of Economics doctoral thesis on the subject of political referenda (“When the Demos Shapes the Polis – The Use of Referendums in Settling Sovereignty Issues”) contains the following relevant material:

1.) Referenda are inherently informed by notions of self-determination and the idea that “title to land could not be changed without the consent of those living on the land”.

2.) Between 1866 and 1993, 240 national referenda were fought on the issue of sovereignty. Referenda are the standard mechanism for ratifying a country’s decision to move to independence.

3.) Since the decolonisation of the British Empire began in 1947, referenda have determined Newfoundland’s decision to join Canada; the 1956 decision by British Togoland to reject independence and incorporate with Ghana; Jamaica’s decision in 1961 to walk away from the West Indian Federation and become independent; Singapore’s decision to first join and separate from the East Asian Federation in 1962 and 1965; Anguilla’s choice to secede from its association with St. Kitt’s-Nevis in 1967; and Gibraltar’s wish to remain a British territory rather than incorporate into Spain in 1967.

4.) Sovereignty referenda account for 22% of all referenda.

History does not appear to support the move to independence other than through a referendum
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